Nothing To Fear but Fear Itself?
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® Yet over roughly the same
period, the actual rate of violent
crime has dropped dramatically,
falling from a high in 1994 of 51.2
victims per 1,000 to just 16.9 in 2009.

What explains the fact that the fear of
violence doesn’t rise and fall with the
actual rate of violence?

® Jamieson and Romer’s study
measured the number of violent
sequences per TV hour over roughly
the same time frame, and their
findings show that while the amount
of violent content on television did
not affect people’s estimations of how
dangerous the world around them
was, it did make people more afraid
of violence. The bottom graph here
shows how instances of TV violence
correlate to fear, using standardized
scores that reflect how far above or
below the overall average the scores
are.

Jamieson and Romer give a more
nuanced understanding of how
cultivation may work. In their
conclusion, they go back to one of
Gerbner's chief concerns: that
increasing amounts of televised
violence could lead to increased fear,
which could lead to people being
supportive of authoritarian
governance.




